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gives an opportunity to a peasant woman of strong personal-
ity to make her controlling influence felt in the household
and in the community. Such a woman I once met in a vil-
lage lying in a deep valley of Mount Hermon, where, during
the summer, the inhabitants live in booths. We were en-
camped not far from each other, and so exchanged calls.
This handsome, dignified matron, who serenely kept her
face uncovered, had an authoritative air well befitting the
sole head of the house. From her little booth she was reg-
ulating the varied work of her estates, which brought her
in the princely income of twelve hundred to fifteen hundred
dollars a year: the herding of cows and goats; the thresh-
ing of wheat; the culture of vines and tobacco; the cutting
of wood. Her sons, all married or betrothed, obediently
worked under her orders. Her husband 1 recall as a mild
man, apparently in total eclipse. Such instances are not un-
common in Turkey. Dr. Wash burn, in his " Fifty Years in
Constantinople/' speaks of a Moslem woman as " the leader
of the village" of Hissar, on the Bosphorus. Baldensperger,
a prime authority for peasant life in Palestine, writes: "She
[woman] is considered as inferior. . „ * But from this it
does not follow that a man absolutely commands the house.
On the contrary, the fellah-woman is just as often—virtually
—the head of the family, and differs in nothing from women
in the rest of creation. She at least influences her husband,
in most cases for all things, not only in the house, but in all
matters affecting their commonweal. ... I have known
many fellah-women to manage everything better than the
husband, and even scolding him to some degree for any mis-
management, or teaching him what to say in the men's as-
sembly. But, notwithstanding this, she does not escape a
good flogging occasionally. Yet it does not follow that the
fellah-woman is to be pitied in being considered an inferior
being. She enjoys her life and liberty to a certain extent,
at least in many instances." *
1 See his article, " Birth, Marriage and Death among the Fellahin of
Palestine" ("Quarterly Statement of the,Palestine Exploration Fund,"
1894, p. 133). From the context it is possible that this generalization
is meant to include Christian women as well as Moslem.

